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1 . FOLLOWING KEYED TO REFTEL REQUEST FOR SUBJECT INFORMATION: 

A. THE PLO IS REPRESENTED IN KUWAIT. 

B. THE PLO ENJOYS FORMAL QUASLDIPLOMATIC STATUS IN KUWAIT. 
BREAKDOWN OF PLO ACTIVITIES AND REPRESENTATION FOLLOWS: 

(A) PLO INFORMATIONAL ACTIVITIES ARE HANDLED BY TWO PALESTINE 
NEWS AGENCY (WAFA) JOURNALISTS WHO HAVE OFFICES IN THE MAIN 
PLO OFFICE BUILDING. THEY ARE ACTIVE IN PLACING MATERIAL 
IN THE LOCAL PRESS THROUGH THE MANY PALESTINIAN JOURNALISTS 
EMPLOYED IN NEWSPAPERS HERE. 

(2) SINCE THE PLO HAS ITS OWN OFFICE HERE THERE IS NO NEED 
FOR ACTIVITIES UNDER COVER OF OTHER ARAB DIPLOMATIC 
ESTABLISHMENTS. 
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(3) THE PLO HAS ENJOYED PARTIAL DIPLOMATIC STATUS SINCE 
1965. ALTHOUGH NOT CARRIED IN THE DIPLOMATIC LIST AS AN 
"EMBASSY," IT IS LISTED AS AN "OFFICE OR ORGANIZATION" WHICH 
ENJOYS SPECIAL PRIVILEGES (LISTED ALONGSIDE UNDP. ILO, 

UNESCO, THE ARAB FUND FOR ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT, 

AND THE ORGANIZATION OF ARAB PETROLEUM EXPORTING COUNTRIES). 

ITS SENIOR REPRESENTATIVE, ALI NASIR YASI. HAS HELD HIS POSITION 
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SINCE NOVEMBER 1971. HIS NAME IS NOTED UNDER TITLE "DIRECTOR" 

IN THE DIPLOMATIC LIST. HE IS NOT, HOWEVER, REFERRED TO AS 
"AMBASSADOR." WE BELIEVE THERE ARE ABOUT EIGHT SUB-OFFICES 
OF THE PLO IN KUWAIT IN ADDITION TO THE MAIN "EMBASSY" BUILDING. 

(4) NOT APPLICABLE. 

(5) THE PLO OFFICE INCLUDES A SECURITY CHIEF/DEPARTMENT, 

AND SEVERAL ACCOUNTANTS AND OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE AND CLERICAL 
EMPLOYEES. ESTIMATED TOTAL EMPLOYEES IN THE MAIN OFFICE: 

FIFTEEN. PROBABLE PART-TIME EMPLOYEES IN THE OTHER AREA 
OFFICES (LOCAL HIRES) MAY NUMBER MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED. 

C. THE GOVERNMENT OF KUWAIT ACCORDS FATAH SPECIAL STATUS DUE 
PARTIALLY TO THE CLOSE RELATIONSHIPS EXISTING WITH TOP 
FATAH LEADERS (YASIR ARAFAT AND KHALID AL-HASSAN, TO 

NAME ONLY TWO) WHOSE FAMILIES HAVE LIVED IN KUWAIT. FAT AH'S 
OFFICE IN KUWAIT IS OVERT. AND ITS LEADER FOR KUWAIT AND THE 
GULF, SALIM AL-ZA'NUN, IS RESIDENT IN KUWAIT AND WAS UNTIL 
RECENTLY A PART-TIME LAWYER AT THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. 

FATAH OWES ITS PRIVIT .EDGED POSITION IN KUWAIT PARTLY TO THE 
FACT OF ITS PRIMARY POSITION IN THE PLO. THE PDFLP ALSO MAINTAINS 
AN OFFICE IN KUWAIT, THOUGH ITS MEMBERSHIP IN THE PLO IS THE MAIN 
REASON WHY IT IS PERMITTED TO MAINTAIN THAT OFFICE. 

COMPARED TO FATAH, ITS PRESENCE IS OF A MORE QUIET NATURE. 

ITS LEADER, A TEACHER EMPLOYED BY THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, 
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HAS OCCASIONAL PROTOCOL DEALINGS WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF KUWAIT. 
THE PFLP, SAIGA, THE PFLP/GENERAL COMMAND AND THE ALF 
HAVE SMALL ORGANIZATIONS IN KUWAIT BUT WITHOUT FORMAL 
RECOGNITION BY GOK. 

D. DIPLOMATIC OR QUASI DIPLOMATIC PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES 
ENIOYED BY PLO: FLYING FLAG, CD LICENSE PLATES, ACCESS TO THE 
FOREIGN MINISTRY, PERMISSION TO CARRY HAND-GUNS (FOR CERTAIN 
OF ITS OFFICIALS). 

2. ADDITIONAL COMMENT: THE LOCAL PLO OFFICE IS FIRMLY 
IN THE HANDS OF FATAH, AND HAS BEEN HEADED BY UNAMBITIOUS, 
POLITICALLY CONSERVATIVE MEN WHO ARE LONG-TIME RESIDENTS 
OF KUWAIT. IT IS WIDELY ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE KUWAIT 
GOVERNMENT USES THE PLO OFFICE TO POLICE THE PALESTINIAN 
COMMUNITY HERE: RELATIONS BETWEEN THE LOCAL PLO OFFICE AND 
THE GOK ARE CLOSE AND CORDIAL. PLO OFFICE DIRECTOR YASIN 
IS INVOLVED IN SEVERAL BUSINESS VENTURES IN KUWAIT AND HAS 
A VESTED INTEREST IN THE STABILITY AND SECURITY OF THE COUNTRY. 

HIS PREDECESSOR, KHAYRI ABU AL-IUBAYN, WAS AND STILL IS 
EMPLOYED BY THE MINISTRY OF POWER AND ELECTRICITY. ASSISTING 
YASIN, AS DEPUTY PLO LEADER AND HEAD OF THE PALESTINIAN 
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WORKERS UNION IN KUWAIT, IS AWNI AL-BATTASH. BATTASH WORKS 
WITH THE VARIOUS PALESTINIAN PROFESSIONAL GROUPS ORGANIZED 
IN KUWAIT (DOCTORS, LAWYERS, STUDENTS, TEACHERS, WOMENS) WHICH, 

THOUGH NOT DIRECTLY SUBORDINATE TO THE LOCAL PLO, OBVIOUSLY 
HAVE CLOSE RELATIONS WITH IT. 

MAESTRONE 
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